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On the web at http://www.indiancreeksubdivision.org               Contact us by email at indiancreeknews@hotmail.com 

                                  Towanda HCE News 

The Towanda HCE Unit had 9 members and one guest go on a June Outing to Eureka College to 
visit the Ronald Reagan Museum & Peace Garden. We ate at the Chanticleer Restaurant and 
stopped at Uncle Bob’s Ice Cream for ice cream before heading for home. 
  
Towanda HCE looks forward to your presence at their 26th annual July 3rd Spaghetti Supper. Tickets 
prices: Adult/$7; Child 2-7yr/$4; Under 2/Free. If any questions,Cindy at 309-824-4797. Join us for 
good food. Spaghetti, bread & salad from Avanti's; Homemade desserts and drinks. Towanda Unit 
will join McLean County HCE by participating in a float at the July 4th parade. See you there. 
  

       
 
Museum entrance plaque group: Clara, Linda, Cindy, Kathleen, Joann, Jeanie, Austin, Sandy, Pat 
  
Peace Garden: Joann, Clara, Katheen, Linda, Austin, Sandy, Jeanie, Cindy, Pat 
  
Grp. Eating at the Chanticleer Restaurant in Eureka 
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                           Water System Information 

A copy of our annual Consumer Confidence Report to the EPA has been added to our website at 
www.indiancreeksubdivision.org 
 
Summer lawn watering - We’ve had a lot of rain so far this year, but just a reminder for the rest of the 
summer please follow our recommended procedure for extended lawn watering based on your street 
address watering on odd/even days.  Please also limit watering to 3-4 hours at a time.   
 
Hydrant flushing - hydrant flushing will continue during the summer and fall on Thursday’s from 
approximately 9:00 through 11:00 a.m.   You will experience low water pressure during this time and 
water discoloration following the flushing due to sediment being stirred up.   We are not able to flush 
in the winter due to freezing.   

     

                                      

                                                            Legion News 
 
The Towanda American Legion will have a breakfast on Sunday July 7th from 8:00 – 
11:00.  Breakfast includes eggs, sausage, bacon, hash browns, pancakes, French toast, fresh fruit, 
biscuits and gravy, juice, milk and coffee. 
The American Legion will have a pork chop dinner on Friday July 19th from 5:00 to 7:00.  Dinner will 
include pork chop sandwich, French fries, green beans, applesauce, dessert and drink for $9. 
All dinners are open to the public.  Carry outs are available.  Thank you for your continued support of 
the Legion and our Veterans. 
The Legion is available for rent for reunions, parties and meeting.  For more information contact Mike 
Potts at 728-2384 or Tom Wagner at 287-7861. 
 

                                                

 

 

 

. 
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                                       Towanda 4th of July Parade 
 
Spring has sprung, and the Towanda Fourth of July event committee is in full swing as we prepare for 
our annual celebration.  We are proud of this event that is a hallmark to our small-town year after 
year.  On July 4, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., the parade will kick off.  We hope you will join us to carry a flag 
in honor of the birth of our country and to celebrate the 51st anniversary of our parade.  
  
Our theme this year is “A Family Tradition”.  Maybe you have a friend or family member that would be 
interested in walking with you. We are encouraging our walkers to invite someone new this year, to 
walk with a flag, too. 
  
If you are able to join us, reply in a seperate email, with your name, cell phone, and email, to 
Amy Witzig (amy.witzig@gmail.com), on or before May 31, 2019 confirming your availability.  We 
will provide the flag.  Once you have replied, we will email you, closer to date, with line up 
details.  We realize, just as we are dedicated to our parade, you are dedicated to your profession, and 
you may not be able to attend this event on such a busy holiday.  We thank you for your 
consideration. 
  
We are so humbled by the community’s interest and popularity in our event for the last 51 years.  We 
are enthusiastic about you joining us for this special day. 
  
Thank you, in advance, for your time and dedication. 
  
Regards, 
  
Virginia Lowery and Amy Witzig 
Parade Committee Co-Chairs 
 

--  

Amy Witzig 

309.261.1360 
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             Gardening Tips 
    We have had a lot of rain this year and the grass and weeds have really been growing fast.  Some 

places tell you to cut the grass back to 2 inches tall and some say to cut it back to 3-4 inches.  Every 

time that you cut the blades back, it is a shock to the plant, but with the help from the sun, they do 

recover quickly.  I have seen some cut back to about 1 inch.  That s not healthy for the plant. 

   When the grass blade is left at about 2-3 1/2 inches tall, it has more blade space to absorb nutrients 
from the sun.  It also shades the soil to help keep the roots cooler.  It also helps the soil to hold 
moisture longer, that helps it stay green longer during a summer hot spell.  The longer blades also 
make it harder for the weed seeds that the wind blows in and the birds drop to reach the soil and 
germinate. 
 
  I think that it looks nicer at the higher length and it is softer to walk on.  It also looks better.   As the 
petals fall off of the peonies, cut that stalk way back.  The plant can use its energy to store more 
energy for next years flowers.  Also, it will make a more attractive plant.   Now is the time to plant 
pumpkin seed for Halloween harvest.   Watch for euonymus scale crawlers now.  This is the best time 
for control while they are young.  
 

   It seems like if we are going to garden, we need to use mulch.  The most popular type is organic 
mulch which could be wood chips, cocoa bean hulls dried grass, leaves, peat moss, aged manure, 
etc.  If you have dogs in your yard, it is best not to use the cocoa hulls, because they could make a 
dog sick, you do not need to put down a liner before applying organic mulch.  In time, it will break 
down into good soil.  The freezing and thawing will push the liner up and it becomes unattractive. 
   The most popular inorganic mulch is different shapes and colors of rocks.   it is best to put down a 
liner before putting down the rocks.  That will help prevent the rocks from pushing down into the 
soil.   One disadvantage of using stones is that they do hold the cold and heat longer than the 
organic. 
   Mulch is usually applied 2-4 inches deep, depending on if is a tree or plant.  If you are topping off 
last years mulch, including its depth.  Air and rain need to get thru.  Be sure to keep the mulch back 
1-2 inches from the plant.  If the mulch is touching the tree trunk, it could cause disease and damage 
the tree. 
   Sometimes mold or mildew will appear in the wood mulch.   Just use a rake to stir it up.  The air will 
stop the mold.  
 

   The last part of June is the time to stop harvesting asparagus.  It is also the time to fertilize it and let 
the tops go to seed.  The birds will like using it for shelter. 
   Rhubarb is a heavy feeder therefore it would like to have some fertilizer.  Be sure to water it after 
feeding it to push the fertilizer down into the ground so the roots can absorb it. Do not get the fertilizer 
on the part that you eat. 
   If you have had a problem with bagworms, now is the time they are out feeding.  As soon as they 
hatch they will start feeding and building their protective case.  Once they move into the case it is very 
hard to kill hem.  "Spray with Barcellus Thuringensis.  Better known as BT.  
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    We have been noticing that some sycamore trees have been very slow to leaf out.  This year has 
been severe for sycamore anthracnose.  It is a fungal disease that happens a lot in the spring and 
depends on the weather.  The disease likes cool wet weather like what we have been having.  There 
should be more leaves come out once the weather improves.  There is not much the homeowner can 
do about it.  
 

   All the rain we have been having this spring has certainly helped the weeds grow.  With it raining 
almost every day, there isn't much time to apply herbicide, and you don't have time to cut the weeds 
off. 
   Every time you use chemical, you should read and understand the directions on the 
container.  Improper spraying can damage or even kill the plant.  if you notice curled or cupped 
leaves, twisted or flattened stems and discoloration, it could be herbicide damage, insect damage, 
disease or drought, If you notice curled or cupped leaves, twisted, or flattened stems and 
discoloration, it could be herbicide damage, insect damage, disease or drought. 
 
To apply herbicide safely, check the wind speed before you start.  if the wind is blowing 5 mph, or 
more, it is too windy.  The drift from the spray can blow onto the plants you want to save.  Another 
important thing to check is the temperature.  If it is 85 degrees or more, do not spray.  The herbicide 
could vaporize and move quickly to plants that you want to save. 
 
Depending on the amount of damage. some might survive with extra water and fertilizer. To be safe 
always follow the directions on the container.   If you are using a company to spray for you, you do 
have the right to tell them not to spray right then because it is too windy, too hot or going to rain very 
soon.  
 
Helen J. Leake 
 

                                                                Fireflies 
 
I recently walked down the bridge road to see the fireflies.  This was an incredible experience seeing 
thousands of fireflies blinking in the woods and along the road. The fireflies are in their glory and 
there are so many!  
 
The best time to see them is around 9:30 after darkness has set in. 
 
Fred Walk 

                               

                                                            Towanda Website 
 
The Towanda website needs to be updated with current information about organizations, schools, etc. 
as it is woefully out-of-date.  If anyone who have affiliations with organizations please provide current 
information to Terri Hayes she’d really appreciate getting it. 
  
Thanks!! 
  
Gail 
 



Indian Creek Newsletter – July, 2019 7 

 

                                      Towanda Library  

 Summer is here and summer reading is in full swing! Several of you have stopped in to see the 

new improvements. Our new shelving is here and we have more on the way. As you can see, we are 

excited to spread out. We will be painting, constructing new furniture, and shifting books around 

the library to utilize our new space. Our goal is to make the library as inclusive, inviting, 

comfortable, educational, informational, and cutting edge as possible. Please contact the library or 

email me directly; director@towandalibrary.org if there is a particular book, movie, music cd, or 

audio book that you would like us to acquire. In between projects we are hoping to plan a few 

special events. We will keep you posted through the Indian Creek Newsletter, our website, and 

Facebook page. We will be launching a new website in 2019. While we anticipate it to be visually 

pleasing, it will also be highly functional and much more user friendly for our patrons. We will 

hold programs to navigate the new site once it goes live. We will offer programs in 2019 that will 

explore our new digital services and offerings. 

Knitters and Crochet Group: We are happy to welcome Knitters and Crochet group every Tuesday 

afternoon. Come join us! 

Towanda Reads Book Discussion Group: We are reading “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia 

Owens. Copies are available at the library. All are welcome to join us to discuss this title at 5pm on 

Tuesday July 9th. 

For more information about this month’s title: https://www.deliaowens.com/book-clubs 

Summer Reading Program! 

 

                                                           Towanda 4-H 

The Towanda 4-H Club will have their achievement meeting Monday July 22, 2019, at the Towanda 
Community Building at 6:30. Members are to bring their fair projects for show and tell. School 
supplies should also be brought for our community service project. Questions about the McLean 
County Fair will be answered by our leaders. For more information call Scott Clement 275-5910 or 
Jeanie Wager 728-2852 

Christy Malinowski 
 

                                                    Towanda Busy Bees 

The Towanda Busy Bees 4-H Club and the Towanda HCE would like to thank the Towanda 

Community for supporting the Blood Drive in June. There were 24 pints collected at the drive! The 

Towanda Busy Bees regular meeting will take place on Tuesday July 16th at 6:30pm at the Towanda 

Community Building. For more information about 4-H contact Martha Rients 309-728-2178 
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                                            CLASSIFIED 
 
Businesses:  

 John Hermann 

                   Financial Professional Associate 
                   Greater Illinois Financial Group 
                   Prudential Advisors 
                  1907 Jumer Drive, Suite D, Bloomington, IL 61704 
                  Tel 309 808–5212 Fax 309 808–5230 Cell 309 287–5972 

                  john.hermann@prudential.com 

 

Pampered Chef features Cooking Shows, Catalog Parties, Freezer Meal Workshops, Bridal 
Showers & Fundraisers! 
Contact your local Indian Creek consultant for these events. 

Annette Hancock  

Call Home - 728-2990 

Text or call- 309-242-1802 

Email - oldcars@frontiernet.net 

Website - www.pamperedchef.com/pws/annettehancock 

Pinterest Recipes - www.pinterest.com/ahancock0935 

For Free: 

We have a Baldwin piano from the 1970’s we would like to give away. Donating to a church or 
personal use is fine. Contact-309-660-1680. 
309-660-1680 

For Hire: 

Need help taking care of your pet while your away, call Bailee Harmon at (309) 530-5360. "I love 
animals and have been volunteering at the Humane Society for almost six months. I would love to 
help take care of your animals". 

Brenna Schwamberger is available for babysitting. She will be a sophomore next year at NCHS 
and has completed her Red Cross Babysitting class. You can contact her at 728-2857 (h) or (309) 
824-1410 (c). 

mailto:john.hermann@prudential.com
mailto:oldcars@frontiernet.net
http://www.pamperedchef.com/pws/annettehancock
http://www.pinterest.com/ahancock0935
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Are you looking for someone to take care of your pets or children?  Do you need someone to do 

housework or cleaning so weekends can be spent relaxing?  Call me, Aubrey Thomas, and I will help 

you out!  I will be a freshman at NCHS in the fall.  I love animals of all kinds.  I have completed the 

Safe Sitter course and will make sure I watch your children carefully.  Mother makes sure I get plenty 

of opportunities to practice my cleaning skills.  I can be reached at 309-728-2246 (home) or 309-532-

7466.  Reasonable rates!   


